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INTRODUCTION
Austin Park is a 20-acre community park in Clearlake, California. The park
is owned and maintained by the City of Clearlake. This comprehensive
master plan was developed by the City for improvements to Austin Park.
The park does have great potential, given its size and location, but much of
the open space is underutilized and there is a need for some fundamental
improvements like group picnic areas, walking paths and improvements to
the existing restroom, parking lots and irrigation system. This process has
engaged community stakeholders in developing a blue print to develop the
Park to positively impact the park neighborhood, provide use for
gatherings and leisurely activities, and improve the visual image and value
in support of downtown vitality and economic development.

SITE CONTEXT
Austin Park is located at 14077 Lakeshore Drive in Clearlake, California. Lakeshore Drive runs from the CA-53 down to the
coast of Clear Lake and then along the coast line for approximately 8.5 miles. The Park is an important recreational
center for local residents and surrounding communities with large open spaces that host popular annual events.
The site includes a beach along the eastern shore of Clearlake and is at the center of downtown, next to City Hall, a few
restaurants and retail shops, single family homes and Burns Valley Elementary School. The School property includes two
softball fields and a gated parking lot that are next to Austin Park, on its east side, across Uhl Avenue.
The City also owns a 2-acre parcel on the Lake, north of the Austin Park beach. Most of the property is native grasses
and intermittent mature trees. A foot path follows the edge of the lake that continues onto a similar private property 5acre parcel. Both properties are currently left open to the public. Lake County and the Clear Lake Environmental
Research Center have expressed interest in using the City’s parcel as a Water Quality and Demonstration facility.
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To the left is a view of Austin
Park relative to Clear Lake.
The map below shows
surrounding streets and parks
within the City of Clearlake.
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S I T E A N A LY S I S
In review of the existing conditions of Austin Park, existing park use and potential for improvements, the following site analysis divides the park into five primary areas or uses of the park; an Active multi-use turf area, the Core of
the Park that connects the larger park area to the beach across Lakeshore Drive, the View of the Lake, existing areas that need Improvements and open space areas that are underutilized and present an Opportunity for new
amenities.
The core of Austin Park is where the park meets Lakeshore Drive and the boardwalk area of the Lake. This area is where the City closes the street for large events, connecting the active use area of the park to the beach.
Austin Park offers great views of the Lake and the surrounding foothills can be seen from the Lake side of the activity area and areas near the water front.
A 10-foot wide concrete path flows through the middle of the Park and the Active area with pedestrian traffic from east to west. The Active area has a multi-use open space that works well for large events, a volleyball court that’s
in need of repair, memorial benches, trees (in green) that are in good health to be remain for the proposed park remodel, trees (non-color) are recommended to be removed and a drainage swale in the turf area to be considered
under grounding or turning into native plants.
Areas that are labeled as improvements include the gravel parking lots, tennis court, basketball court and skatepark. The parking lot areas on both sides of the park are currently gravel/dirt, the parking areas are not well defined,
and there are no parking stalls that are compliant with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). The tennis court needs a new net and resurfacing. Basketball is popular so the City is considering adding another court. The skate
and bike park is also popular but is made of modular equipment that is expensive to maintain. The City is considering renovating the skate and bike park to include an advanced bowl area and concrete street course elements.
Opportunity areas include the 2-acre parcel north of the beach that is currently vacant open space and an open turf area in the northeast corner of the park that is not currently used for any park programs. Most of the park is also
covered in turf. The City may consider only keeping turf in active use areas and converting the rest of the landscape areas to low water use and native plants.
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Existing Tree Analysis
Most of the existing trees at Austin
Park are a mix of Mulberry and Locust.
There is a small grove of heritage oaks
in the southwest corner of the site.
The rest of the trees are a mix of
accent trees, including cypress, pines
and a deodar cedar. Small maples line
recent street improvements along
Austin Road.
It is unfortunate that most of the
existing trees are Mulberry and Locust.
Mulberry trees can often grow in weak
branching patterns, especially when
there is a history of severe pruning.
Most of the Mulberry trees on site
have
this
problem
and
are
recommended to be removed when
construction improvements occur near
them. All of the Locust trees are
recommended to be removed. Many
of the locust trees are also in poor
health and all of them have large
thorns.

C O M M U N I T Y OU
TREACH
The City of Clearlake hosted several
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community outreach meetings that included input for improvements to Austin Park
during the planning process for the Lakeshore Drive Downtown Corridor Plan, finished
February of 2014. This public input was considered in drafting preliminary concepts for
improvements to the Park and presented as Options A and B at the first Public Workshop
for this Master Plan on May 11, 2016

Kick Off Meeting with the City Staff
A kick off meeting occurred with City staff in March of 2016 to
discuss existing conditions and potential improvements to the
park. The following is a list of comments from the meeting:
Existing Problems
 Vandalism





Irrigation Water Source – currently from Lake
Irrigation Pump clogs with algae
Lights Do Not Work
New Well is high in Boron and water is hot

Potential Improvements and Events
 Concerts in the Park
 Dog Park (Current Dog Problem)
 More Playgrounds
 Farmer’s Market
 4th of July Parade
 Wine Tasting
 Relocate Memorial Plaques
 Veteran’s Memorial?
 Donor Bricks / Benches?
 New Skate and Bike Park
 Group Picnic Area
 Need More Parking at Beach
 Christmas Tree Lighting
 Bioswales
 Maybe Add More Basketball Courts
 Want Hotel or Resort at adjacent property to the north
 County interested in Water Sampling / Learning Center

Existing Parking Lot
Existing Donor Plaques

To the left is the
existing Fence that
lines between the
playground and street

Existing Light Poles

Priority Improvements for 1st Phase
 Event Center/ Band shell / Stage
 More Playgrounds
 Update Irrigation System
 Dog Park
*Background picture is of Austin Park in the early 30’s or 40’s
of a baseball diamond that was there instead of the Park that
is there today. Photo by Ed Robi
Page 5

AUSTIN WATERFRONT PARK – RENOVATION MASTER PLAN – FINAL DRAFT

General Public Workshop #1
Examples of potential improvements and designs of similar
parks were also presented to the public. The goal of this
workshop was to solicit public input from the community to
refine preliminary concepts and develop the first draft of a
Master Plan for the next Public Workshop.
Both Option A and B include boardwalk style improvements to
the beach area and similar treatments to the park across
Lakeshore Drive. The primary goal here is to join the two areas
across Lakeshore Drive and create one unified space for annual
events like the 4th of July Parade that close the street to vehicle
traffic. The boardwalk was also designed to create room for
booths during Farmer’s Market and Craft Fair type events.
The primary difference between the two options is the
layout and the fishing pier displayed in Option B.
Option A was much larger in scope as it re-set the central area,
making larger changes.
Option B worked with the existing site, sidewalks, and turf
simplifying the design. One goal was to minimize turf, to
reduce maintenance, water use, and create more & safer family
play area.
After this meeting we walked the site and saw the mountain
with the sun set in the backdrop which really helped us locate
the bandshell.

Sunset at Austin Park
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The on-site portion of the first public workshop locate the bandshell

Schematic Option A
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Comments & Ideas Coming out of the Preliminary Designs & Workshops

In order to experience one of the most prominent annual events at Austin Park, the
second public workshop was held in the form of a booth at the 2016 4th of July
Celebration. Input from the first public workshop was utilized to draft a Preliminary
Site Plan that was presented to visitors of the booth and they were asked to provide
input for the preliminary site plan and to “Give Us Your Ideas”. Some of the input from
the event that we gathered is as followed:






They really liked the pier
They think the bandshell is great and they are missing music
Volunteers are ready to help
They think that this will cater to the city and tourism generating growth
The city also thinks that this will allow for better and safer access to the beach
from the park.

4 th July
Public
Works
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hop #2

Preliminary Site Plan

Public input booth at the 2016 4th of July
Celebration at Austin Park.
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Staff Review Workshop #3
During this meeting the staff and
MDG reviewed the initial final draft plans
for Austin Park. They discussed with MDG
about converting the gravel parking lot to
a chip seal parking lot, also to make the
parking bigger to allow for more cars to
park. During this meeting they also
discussed which willows need/should be
cut down, and the breakdown of phasing
and what is going on during each phase.
At this meeting they also talked about
adjusting the existing path and getting a
list of donor contacts.

“

State of the City” Public
Workshop # 4
On August 31, 2016 the City of
Clearlake – “State of the City” event
presented a unique opportunity for a public
workshop to meet with the community and
local stakeholders.
The city hosted the event at the Clearlake
Senior Center, where a refined version of
the Preliminary Site Plan (Renovation
Master Plan) was presented with revisions
per public input from the 4th of July public
workshop and City Staff Meeting. Vignettes
of key park features were also presented to
help better understand the concepts. The
Renovation Master Plan and vignettes are
shown on the next few pages.

The next workshop is planned to occur at a
combined session of the City Council and
Planning Commission on November 11,
2016. The results of the workshop will be
incorporated in the Final Master Plan.
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Combined Planning Comission &
City Council Workshop #5
The meeting with the Planning Commissions and
the City Council at city hall gather more input
and we discuss the master plan for Austin Park.
The following are topics that were discussed in
this meeting and implement into the plan.










Solar opportunities on proposed buildings
Large group picnic area and BBQ’s and
layout
Safety fencing at Lake Shore, at play area
Water fountains throughout the site
Shade in field areas for spectators
Locate existing benches
Donor wall at restrooms
Create shade at beachfront
Fence the site and prevent vehicles from
accessing it
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Events and Amenities
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Outdoor Conserts
Movies Outdoors
Power for Equipment
Lights
Dance area
Area for booths/fair
Annoucement area for fair/concerts/partys
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I M P L E M E N T AT I O N
Improvements for the renovation of Austin Park are
planned to be phased according to an existing City budget
of approximately $600,000 for Phase 1, potential
donations being discussed with local stakeholders,
upcoming grant applications and the remaining future
improvements.
PHASE 1 - CITY BUDGET
 Parking Lot Improvements
 Bandshell / Stage
 New Irrigation Pump and Filter
 Site Lighting
 Landscape
LAKESHORE DR – APPLY FOR 2017 ATP GRANT
 Streetprint Intersections Over Asphalt
 Curb, gutter and sidewalks
 Lighted Crosswalk System
 Street Lights
 Bus Parking – separate Caltrans inquiry
POTENTIAL DONATIONS
 Par course
 Walking path
 Veterans and Donor memorial
FUTURE PHASES
 Play areas
 Shade structures
 Concrete seatwalls, paths and monument sign
 Beach and Boardwalk Improvements
 Site amenities; benches, charcoal grill BBQ, picnic
tables, drinking fountains, bicycle racks
 Dog park
 Active sports; new basketball and volleyball courts,
upgrade skatepark
 New Restroom or Renovate Existing
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Landscape

DRAFT Estimated Cost of
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Construction

